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We are All Just Bricks in a Wall 

 As an American student who has recently graduated from high school, I can tell you just 

how standardized it is. It was apparent in my own high school that creativity and self-expression 

were often discarded for uniformity not only in our education, but in our personalities as well. 

Now do not misunderstand what I am saying, I am not trying to make my high school sound like 

some brain washing center out of some science-fiction movie. In truth, it was not (thankfully so). 

What I do aim to say is that it was very “by the book” in that it followed to the letter what it was 

told to do. I do not blame my high school for its methods, but instead the system it is forced to 

follow. Pink Floyd’s song “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2” is from their album The Wall, and 

is set in post-World War II Great Britain (Alan Parker). Although I do not live in post-World 

War II Great Britain, some, if not all, of the messages are still somewhat applicable today in the 

United States. 

 Pink Floyd was an English progressive rock band that performed between 1965 and 

1995. They were known for their psychedelic and philosophical lyrics, and often put on very 

unique and exciting live performances (Pink Floyd). It was because of these types of lyrics and 

displays which allowed for Pink Floyd’s music to have its own special feeling, and they are the 

source of many discussions as these lyrics can mean a variety of different things. “Another Brick 

in the Wall Part 2” is no different from the rest of Pink Floyd’s music in this regard, for it 
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contains what would appear to be some very interesting dialogue and scenes to help get the 

band’s message across (Alan Parker). One of the band’s members, Roger Waters, was 

responsible for starting production on The Wall. Waters based the album, loosely, off of his own 

life and some of the issues he faced throughout it (Urick 1979). 

 Pink Floyd made their album, The Wall, into a feature length film in 1979, bearing the 

same name as the album. The film tells the story of a man named Pink. “Another Brick in the 

Wall Part 2,” which makes up just one part in this movie, focuses on Pink’s childhood, 

specifically his time in school (The Wall Wikipedia). In this part of the movie, Pink is 

disciplined by his teacher for writing poetry (Alan Parker). This leads to Pink’s imagination 

taking hold of the audience and what proceeds is a criticism of the educational system, among 

other things. The video outlines the school’s fight for non-conformity and ends with the students 

destroying the school in total anarchy reminiscent of William Golding’s The Lord of the Flies 

(Urick Another). In that novel a group of English boys get stranded on an island and quickly 

resort to violence, destruction, and eventually murder to stay alive as the students in the video do 

(Hartley). 

 The main theme to take notice of in this part of the movie is the way it tackles teachers’ 

ways of educating the youth of the time. Pink went to school in Great Britain just after World 

War II in which his father had died, the same as Roger Waters (Roger Waters). Since Waters was 

using his own personal knowledge of the school system, and his experience was less than 

pleasurable, he molded the songs on his experience in a negative view of the school system. In 

an interview shortly after the album’s release Waters said of his education, “Oh, it was awful, it 

was really terrible.” (Urick 1979). He goes on to explain how although there were kind teachers, 

there were also unkind ones. It is the bad ones, according to him, that cause the most damage to 
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children, and he says of how some teachers would belittle students harshly and constantly. They 

never encouraged him or his fellow students to seek out any interests, all they seemed to care 

about was mass producing proper and capable students based on what universities at the time 

were looking for. In the process, they broke down any individual and creative thought that 

remained of the children (Urick 1979).  

 This part of the movie handles this issue in three different ways. The first is the imagery. 

One of the most notable uses of imagery would be the masks seen on the children throughout it. 

These masks were first seen at the very beginning of the video while the students were 

transported by cattle car, which can be interpreted as the mass production of students in the same 

manner as cattle (Alan Parker). These masks represent the students losing their individuality and 

becoming the herd of proper students in the eyes of the school and its teachers. The students 

begin to march throughout the school in organized lines and onto conveyor belts. This further 

promoted school as a factory which continuously sends students to a meat grinder, which 

represents the death of one’s individuality (Urick Another). 

 The second way in which the movie handles the issues is the music. The way it was 

composed was no accident. The very beat of the song was based on the disco genre of music to 

keep the song sounding constant (Another Brick in the Wall). At the suggestion of producer Bob 

Ezrin, an actual children’s choir was enlisted to record part of the song. At first they were meant 

to be just background vocals. However, after hearing the tape, the children were brought to the 

attention of the listeners as the main body of the song (Hutchinson). The steady beat and rhythm 

of the song is meant to represent the cycle of teaching as a constant. When the guitar solo starts 

towards the end, it represents the outburst of expression that the children begin to feel as they 

destroy the school. This effectively ends the repression and the children’s abuse. However, in the 
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end, after the song calms back down, it is revealed that it was all just Pink’s imagination and it is 

representative of his own mental state, which remains a theme throughout the entire film (Urick 

Another). 

The last way in which the issues are represented are the lyrics. These are very important, 

especially when mixed with the imagery and music. Waters’ opinion of the school system was 

expressed very clearly in the song with the following introductory lyrics, “When we grew up and 

went to school, there were certain teachers who would hurt the children in any way they could,” 

and later “exposing every weakness, however carefully hidden by the kids” (Alan Parker). These 

lyrics talk of how cruel the teachers were, according to Waters that is, and the state in which they 

pushed their students toward conformity.  

Other powerful lyrics litter “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2,” including a reference to 

another Pink Floyd song called “Money” which was read by the teacher from Pink’s poetry book 

towards the beginning of the song (Alan Parker). The constant uttering of the phrase “all in all 

you’re just another brick in the wall” tells us that the students are aware of being seen as cattle 

by their teachers, and understand they are being molded into the same child or “brick” (Urick 

Another). Another constant uttered by the children is “we don’t need no education” (Alan 

Parker). This phrase became very controversial at the time and even now. To people it seems to 

have suggested that children do not need an education. What makes this lyric so interesting, 

however, is the fact that it can be interpreted in different ways. The phrase itself is actually a 

“double negative,” which means that the words “don’t” and “no” actually cause a positive, and 

literal meaning. We (the children) do need an education. This would mean the students 

understand the value of a proper education rather than a “proper” education taught by the song’s 
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teacher. It is almost as if they mean to say that they do not need this specific type of education, 

which becomes more and more clearly broken as the song progresses (Urick Another). 

”Another Brick in the Wall Part 2” can be connected to our modern school system, it may 

not be as actively repressive as it was in the video, in fact, I would argue that it has significantly 

improved. That being said, it is still an issue, but it has taken other forms, proving that just 

because this song is old, does not mean that its message does not hold up in today’s society. It 

was obvious to me in my high school that I was no different than the rest of my fellow students 

in the eyes of the state. In the words of “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2”, “all in all you’re just 

another brick in the wall” (Alan Parker). This is what I am to my state (or country), another brick 

waiting to be placed in the wall that is our society.  

There have been many relatively recent developments in our education system. Some of 

the policies that have been enacted have worked, and of course some have failed as is the nature 

of most things. The most prevalent set of policies that comes to mind would have to be those 

regarding standardized testing and education. Having a first-hand experience with these policies, 

after looking back at my time as a young student, it is my belief that as a result of the over 

standardization of the school system, it feels as though some of the messages which were present 

in “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2” are a reality. These programs and policies overwhelmingly 

affect both the items that make up a school’s curriculum, and the ways that a teacher would be 

willing or able to teach. Policies such as No Child Left Behind and companies such as College 

Board have arisen to “help” our students become more efficient with multiple choice tests for all. 

Since their creation our country has been falling lower and lower in scores as opposed to their 

European counterparts, who have more practical means of testing such as essays and projects 

(Strauss). 
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The more that standardized testing is used, the more dangerous it becomes. For example, 

these tests significantly shrink the curriculum of what is taught in classrooms. What follows is a 

newly found specialization in what seems like random facts on a certain subject. It is as if they 

have no desire to teach core concepts of whatever subject is being taught. This technique is 

referred to as “teaching to the test,” it is exactly as it sounds, teachers begin to teach with 

emphasis on specific materials that are on the test and with little more than that (Strauss). This 

technique is oddly familiar to the technique that the teacher from “Another Brick in the Wall Part 

2” used to teach his own students, as creativity is far from the desired result. 

There are, of course, many teachers in the country which break from that norm. 

Unfortunately, however, states are increasingly using standardized tests to force improvements 

of the children. A specific way of doing this is to tie a teacher’s salary with the grades of his or 

her students If the students did well on their tests then the teacher would be paid well, and as an 

opposite, if their students did poorly on the tests then the teacher would be paid much less 

(Strauss and Guisbond). With this kind of motivation, it is logical to assume that with more 

teachers reliant on their student’s grades for their pay, the more often cases will emerge where 

teachers will “teach to the test.” This leads to the unfortunate fact that students will develop a 

talent for taking these standardized tests, while receiving better grades, they will not earn any 

kind of practical knowledge (Strauss). 

As test scores continue to become the dominating force in our education, more 

undesirable things will happen. The school system will begin to care more of its own reputation 

as a high scoring school, rather than the needs of the students in which it is supposed to educate 

(Strauss). The method used to prepare for the tests become repetitive. In “Another Brick in the 

Wall Part 2,” the teacher of Pink’s class is heard drilling the students on the area of a rectangle 
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(Alan Parker). The method is dry and somewhat ineffective (Strauss). Modern teachers forced to 

“teach to the test” out of necessity would be doing no better than Pink’s teacher did, they would 

essentially be robbing the students of the education they deserve. 

There are better methods in the world. Europe knows this. Their classes focus on far 

more effective ways of testing students. They are based on performance. This promotes more 

efficient learning, creativeness, and provides more opportunities to express their individuality, 

which was sought so aggressively by the students of Pink’s school. These types of tests pay off 

for the Europeans. America is the only nation of its class to use multiple-choice tests for the 

education of its youth. As a result of this, it suffers from lower overall scores compared to the 

Europeans who have actually learned their subjects as opposed to the Americans who only know 

some of their subject mixed with an uncanny skill at filling in a bubble (Strauss).  

Standardized tests are even being used on the very youngest of students. Early on in 

schooling, low income children and children with disabilities are unfairly placed in lower level 

classes which are supposedly more suited for their needs, when in reality they are not. In fact, it 

tends to put these students at even more of a disadvantage while providing almost no advantage 

to the more advanced students (Strauss). Allowing those students who are similar stay together, 

and in the process, although not as extremely, stripping them of any chance of being anything but 

the group that they have been cast into by the school system. This is similar, again, to Pink’s 

school experience. 

On 8 January 2002, President George W. Bush signed No Child Left Behind into law. 

This program aimed to help students who were struggling in school throughout the country. It 

did so by setting standards to which the schools were to improve each student, according to a 

certain level of proficiency. It had the somewhat unrealistic goal that required each student to 
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match the law’s proficiency standard by the 2013-2014 school year. Schools that did not meet 

these standards received government aid and after more failures, received even more aid. By 

2010, 38 percent of schools fell below required standards. Many of these failed schools were in 

poor neighborhoods. As a result, most of the funding went to poor schools. To properly record 

each student’s progress, each school was required to partake in annual, standardized tests. These 

annual tests focused only on the subjects of reading, mathematics, and science (No Child Left 

Behind). As with the school in “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2,” it appears that no effort is put 

into any creative subjects like any kind of creative writing or drawing. As a result, our students 

share in the conundrum of the students in the song. They can recite factual knowledge, but they 

have no expressive side (or at least less of one) (Alan Parker). 

College Board, the company responsible for the SAT, has recently announced a change in 

its own standardized test, one of the most popular ones in the country. In 2013, the SAT began to 

lose a large chunk of its business to the ACT, an alternative test. As a result of the recent 

competition, College Board has taken the writing portion of its test and made it optional. In 

doing so they are taking the only part of their test out that separates one person from another, and 

without it students are nothing but faceless bubbles waiting to be filled out and checked by some 

computer. In addition, the newest tests will not take points away for an incorrect answer. This 

one point alone highlights how the world sees students. When, as a whole, we do poorly, people 

step in to make it easier for us. This helps nobody in the long run. The worst part of this whole 

ordeal is that it is relatively clear that College Board cares more about profits at this point than 

providing their specific purpose (Lorin). 

The SAT’s real purpose is almost unnecessary at this point anyway, especially when you 

consider the fact that most college officials ignore the written section of the SAT in favor of 
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application essays. If you combine that with the fact that the essay portion is considered, almost 

always, a poor prompt for would-be college students, it really makes the SAT as a whole seem 

irrelevant. It appears to be even more irrelevant when you consider it is understood that both the 

SAT and the ACT are not very effective at allowing students to put forward their best work, and 

instead fill in that bubble yet again (Lorin). It is at this point that you should remember the 

following lyric from “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2.” “We don’t need no education,” which, 

again, means that the students do need and education. They do not need the one that is being 

provided (Urick Another). 

The disadvantages of standardized tests are beginning to gain more attention, and people 

are beginning to fight it. Students, parents, teachers, and principals around the country are 

beginning to speak out against the norm of standardized tests. Specifically its failure to recognize 

each student for their true intelligence, as opposed to their ability to fill in a bubble just like 

everyone else can (Strauss and Guisbond). It is because everyone else can just fill in a bubble 

that we should break from these standardized tests. People cannot tell the difference between two 

multiple choice tests if they had no names on them, but I can assure you that people can tell the 

difference between two works of art or two pieces of literature. This is the big difference. Pink 

Floyd had it right in 1979, schools still push for the conformity of all students, and they focus 

more on factual subjects and often hurt creativity in the process. Not to mention individuality is 

only accepted to a very certain point. I have been a witness to it myself. 

In conclusion, Pink Floyd’s “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2” most definitely still holds 

up true today, admittedly, less so today than back then, however, still very applicable. The 

United States appears to be mass producing students who are “smarter” than the last generation. 

Take the opportunity, if you can, to watch a high school hallway in between classes. It is a hectic 
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scene for sure, but if you look closely you can almost hear the steady, constant disco beat that 

sent “Another Brick in the Wall Part 2” to the top of the charts all those years ago (Another 

Brick in the Wall). Again, remember the following lyric from the song, “all in all you’re just 

another brick in the wall.” (Alan Parker). Although it may be unpleasant to think of, that is what 

we are to our leaders, bricks in an ever growing wall that is our country. 
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